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Enterprise Structure: Terminology
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· The structure of an enterprise is mapped to SAP applications by organizational units. Organizational units summarize specific corporate functions. 

· Organizational units can belong to a single application (a sales organization can belong to Sales and Distribution, for example) or they be assigned to several applications (a factory can be assigned to Materials Management and Production Planning, for example).
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Enterprise Structures: Tiers
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· The client is the superior element of all organizational units. A client corresponds to a group with several subsidiaries. All company data in an R/3 installation are differentiated at least by client, but usually also by deeper organizational structures. 

· Flexible organizational elements in the R/3 System mean you also have the option of mapping complex enterprise structures. Many organizational units are used to represent the legal and organizational structure of an enterprise from different points of view. 

· The various enterprise areas are joined by linking the organizational units together and the structure of the total enterprise is represented in the R/3 System.
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Master Data: Customer Master 
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· Master data are data records that remain in the database for a long period of time. Master data include customers, suppliers, materials, accounts and so on. 

· Master data are created centrally (for all applications) .

· Master data have an organizational aspect. They are assigned to organizational units. A customer master record can be assigned to the following organizational units: company code, sales organization, distribution channel and division.

· Master data can be used for all modules. For example, customer master data have common data for accounting and sales. 
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Master Data: Material Master
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· The material master is the central source for a company to display material-specific data. It is used by all components of the SAP logistics system. 

· The data in the material master can be used by all areas such as purchasing, inventory management, materials planning, invoice verification and so on. 
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Material Master: Database Conversion
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· The individual tables contain the following data:
MARA

General data
MAKT

Short texts
MARM

Conversion factors
MVKE

Sales data for each sales organization
MLAN

Sales data for each country  
MEAN

EAN data 
MBEW

Valuation data
MARC

Material data for each plant

MLGN 

Material data for each LVS warehouse
MLGT

Material data for each LVS storage type
MARD

Material data for each storage location
MVER

Consumption data
MAPR

Forecast data (indicators)
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Transaction: Using Master Data and
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· When a customer order is created, the transport agreements, terms of delivery and payment and so on agreed with the business partner must be considered. So that you don't have to enter this information for each activity connected with the business partner, the data that are relevant for the activity are copied from the business partner's material master. 

· The information stored in the material master record (price per unit of measure, stock per storage location and so on) are processed in the order entry. This principle applies to processing the data from any master record involved in the activity.

· The relevant organization units must be assigned when a transaction is executed. This ensures that the assignments to the company structure are retained in the document that is created, in addition to the information stored for the customer and the material. 

· A document is created for each transaction that is executed in the R/3 System. 

· The document that is created from a transaction implicitly contains all of the default features for the master data and organizational units. 
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· Whenever you save a query, an order, an outline agreement, a inquiry confirmation, a delivery note and so on, an output format is created from the document concerned. This output format is a message (message type). The message is then placed in the message queue, from where it can be released for printing, output via EDI and so on as required. The message is released either manually or automatically using a message control program. 

· You can use the various send media to output individual messages during processing, provided that the corresponding message types and send media were assigned in Customizing. For each document type, you can define when and how the messages are sent. 

· The message control can be stored as a default value in the business partner's master record.
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SAP Business Workflow
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· The SAP Business Workflow is a tool that you can use to optimize the flow of business transactions. It can execute consecutive work steps automatically, or coordinate the flow of information. 

· Workflows control processes according to a predefined model and are particularly suitable for organizations that are structured and based on the principle of division of labor. 

· Workflow brings the "right" work in the "right" sequence to the "right" persons at the "right" time. This can be done using an automated mail or a workflow item. 
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Wide Concepts: Unit Summary

You are now able to

l

Name the main elements in a business scenario

l

Describe the link between the main elements in a 

business scenario
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